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Welcome to Shout 2015Funders

Venue Partners

The Loft Lounge, Missing, Sidewalk, Moseley Washeteria, The Wellington Hotel

Neil Anderson (chair), Dave Viney, Andy Horn, Simon Pickford, 
Karina Thompson, Daniel Taylor 

The Birmingham Queer Programming Forum, The Birmingham Festivals Group, Queer 
Contact in Manchester, Pink Fringe in Brighton, James Burkmar of Birmingham City 
Council, Julia Chance of Southside BID, Emma Gray and Katie Bentley of Marketing 
Birmingham,  and Gerald Glyn, owner of Moseley Washeteria.

When we first started, a programme exploring 
specifically Queer and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Trans* (LGBT) themes and work was quite a novel 
concept for the city as LGBT rights and equality 
moved further up the agenda. Conceived as a project of 
Birmingham LGBT and now in its seventh year, SHOUT has 
gone from strength to strength and continued to evolve 
and respond to changes and developments in the world 
around us.

Even though notions of what it means to be LGBT and 
the challenges to be overcome are being increasingly 
presented by more mainstream programming and cultural 
outputs, SHOUT remains a place to celebrate diversity, 
push boundaries, explore meaning and definitions and 
showcase the micro as well as examining the macro.

Over these seven years, SHOUT has become a highly 
anticipated part of the city’s cultural calendar and 
we’re delighted to be able to present, once again, 
a dynamic and exciting programme of work that will 
resonate with all aspects of our audience working with 
both established and upcoming artists, old favourites 
and new partners and venues.

Our thanks as always go to the SHOUT Steering Group, 
colleagues at Birmingham LGBT, funders, supporters and 
to you the audience.

Further information and tickets are available from our 
website www.shoutfestival.co.uk, we hope that you enjoy 
the festival!

Neil Anderson
Chair, SHOUT Steering Group

Ian Hyde
Development Officer, SHOUT Festival

Media Partners

Steering Group

With thanks to



4 / SErGINA’S STIMULATINGLy SExy SIMULTANEOUS SIMULATION… THE SISSy’S PrOGrESS / 5

Venue
mac birmingham
Cannon Hill Park 
Birmingham B12 9QH 

TickeTs
£5.00

TickeTs
£10.00/£8.00

Venue
BOM
1 Dudley Street
Birmingham B5 4EG

Nando Messias was beaten up on the street in an act of homophobic hatred. After 
years of dreaming up his response, he presents The Sissy’s Progress, a spectacle of 
surprise, questioning and hyper-flamboyance. 

Part installation, part dance-theatre, part walking performance, the evening 
engages the violence of city life and the contradictions of gender politics. Join a live 
marching band, directed by Jordan Hunt, to follow The Sissy’s Progress to its floridly 
medieval climax.

Join us for the spectacular 
launch of the seventh edition of 
SHOUT in style with Sergina.

#Sergina first came out for 
parties in Berlin in 2009.

Tonight will be a 
multi-person, multi-venue 
simultaneous performance of 
songs about love, sex, mobile 
phones and instantaneous 
culture by Sergina.

Following the show, artist 
Leon Trimble performs a live 
audio-visual set using re-mixed 
archival queer film footage, with 
music and dancing until late.

Please note this show contains content that 
some people may find offensive

Friday 13 November, 8pm

the SiSSy’S ProgreSS
Thursday 12 November, 8pm

Sergina’S Stimulatingly Sexy 
SimultaneouS Simulation of 
herSelf at Bom and in BedroomS 
in PlaceS Beginning With B

BirminghamPremière

Launch
event

Image: Loredana Denicola

Choreographer & Performing Artist: Nando Messias 
Musical Director: Jordan Hunt
Produced in partnership with Dance Art Foundation – 
Nando Messias is a Dance Art Foundation Associate Artist.

The Sissy’s Progress is produced by Dance Art Foundation 
and was developed through support from Movingeast 
and ArtsAdmin, with funding from the National Lottery 
through the Arts Council England.

WorkshoP
mac Birmingham
saturday 14 november

A free workshop is taking place 
drawing from the inspirations, 
influences and techniques used by 
Nando Messias to construct The 
Sissy's Progress. Walking will be the 
central theme of the work, both from 
a personal and an artistic point of 
view. You will explore, in practice, how 
walking can used as an empowering 
queer identity marker. You’ll also 
look at examples of artists who have 
used the act of walking as a starting 
point for the work. At the end of 
the workshop, participants will have 
the basic skills necessary to create a 
walking performance of their own.

The workshop takes place on 
Saturday 14 November from 11am 
until midday at mac, it is free but 
places are limited in number. Booking 
is required via www.shoutfestival.org

+ Post-show talk 
  with Nando Messias



POLArI LITErAry SALON / My BEAUTIFUL LAUNDrETTE / 7

TickeTs
£5.00

TickeTs
£8.00/
£5.00

Following last year’s sellout event for 
SHOUT, London’s award-winning 
LGBT literary salon returns to mac, 
showcasing the best in established and 
up-and-coming queer literary talent. 
Hosted by Paul Burston with guest 
authors including VG Lee.

As part of the Polari Tour, a free two 
hour workshop is offered for writers who 
want to share their work with an audience. 
There will be a warm-up creative writing 
exercise but participants are also asked 
to bring along a piece of work (800–1000 
words) they would like to read in public. 
At the end of the workshop one writer will 
be offered the chance to read at the Polari 
event in the evening.

From 2pm until 4pm, Saturday 14 
November, at mac Birmingham.  
The workshop is free but places are 
limited in number. Booking is required 
via www.shoutfestival.co.uk

Join us for a truly immersive experience 
as we proudly screen Hanif Kureishi’s 
My Beautiful Laundrette in a working 
Washeteria.  Let the tumbled heat and 
heady aroma of clean linen draw you 
into the love story of Omar, an ambitious 
British Asian striving to make it big 
during 1980s Thatcherism and his lover, 
former “white punk” Jonny (an early 
award-winning performance by Daniel 
Day Lewis).

In partnership with mac Birmingham 
and BFI Love.

With thanks to Gerald Glyn, owner 
of Moseley Washeteria.

Saturday 14 November, 7.30pm

Polari literary 
Salon + workshop

Saturday 14 November, 8.30pm

my Beautiful 
laundrette

6 / SHOUT OUT

TickeTs
Free

Venue
mac birmingham
Cannon Hill Park 
Birmingham B12 9QH 

The annual free SHOUT OUT Community event returns and takes over the 
public areas of mac Birmingham! 

Between 12 noon and 5pm there will be performances from The Birmingham 
Gay Symphony Orchestra, Rainbow Voices, Rutherford Dance Company, Acting 
Out as well as the superb soloists Faye Bagley and Zara Sykes.

In addition, free community films will be on rotation throughout the day 
including Coming Out Stories (Birmingham LGBT), Bulls (Joan Montesinos), Little 
Elephant (Bobby Tiwana) and Chariot Riders (Bobby Tiwana). Bobby Tiwana will 
also be available to talk about his two short films.

The schedule of events is published at shoutfestival.co.uk and no need to book, 
just come and join us!

Saturday 14 November, midday to 5pm

Shout out

Im
age: B

obby T
iw

ana

Venue
mac birmingham
Cannon Hill Park 
Birmingham B12 9QH

Venue
Moseley Washeteria
90 St Mary’s row
Birmingham B13 9EF



8 / QUEEr CINEMA AT MAC BIrMINGHAM

TickeTs  £7.50/£5.50      18+

Sunday 15 November, 2pm

dreSSed aS a girl

UK director Colin Rothbart in his feature 
film debut rips off the wigs and wipes 
away the mascara to find the real people 
behind the figureheads of East London’s 
much-hyped alternative drag scene. 

TickeTs  £7.50/£5.50      18+

Thursday 19 November, 8pm

a girl at my door

Young-nam was a top graduate of the 
Korean police academy, but due to 
“misconduct” is transferred to a post 
at a small seaside village. On her first 
patrol she encounters the mysterious 
Dohee, a young girl excluded by her local 
community. Having premiered at Cannes 
Film Festival, A Girl At My Door is a 
fresh and rare gem, directed and written 
by July Jung (one of the few female 
filmmakers to have emerged from South 
Korea) and produced by Lee Changdong 
who created masterpieces Poetry and 
Secret Sunshine.

Korean with subtitles.

TickeTs  £7.50/£5.50      15+

Monday 16 November, 8pm

futuro Beach

When Brazilian lifeguard Donato saves 
German biker Konrad from drowning, 
the pair immediately form a strong sexual 
bond. Their passionate affair intensifies, 
and Donato decides to leave his mother 
and younger brother Ayrton behind, to 
start a new life with Konrad in Berlin.  
Years later, Ayrton arrives in Berlin to 
demand answers. His unexpected arrival 
forces all three men to confront their past.

Portuguese & German with subtitles.

TickeTs  £7.50/£5.50      15+

Tuesday 17 November, 6pm

52 tueSdayS

Billie’s journey to independence starts 
with the news that her mum is going 
to transition and live her life as a man. 
Although Billie is asked to move in with 
her father, they decide that every Tuesday 
will be a sacred space between mother 
and daughter.

at mac birmingham

IT IS WHAT IT IS – LIVE! / DIGITAL FrONTIErS / 9

TickeTs
Free

TickeTs
Free

Urban Cellar presents It Is What It Is 
– LIVE at Sidewalk on Sunday 15th 
November. This very special edition 
of the regular event at Sidewalk in 
Southside, has been commissioned by 
SHOUT and brings together some of 
the best musicians, DJs and performers 
from around the West Midlands. It’s free 
to enter so no need to book tickets, come 
and enjoy some early Sunday evening 
music in the middle of the festival!

For further information please visit 
www.shoutfestival.co.uk  

Digital Frontiers is Millennium Point’s 
regular programme of animated and 
short films exploring science, technology, 
digital and the world around us.  
Throughout November, Digital Frontiers 
will be screening LGBT-themed shorts.

Visit www.shoutfestival.co.uk for 
screening times and full programme. 

Sunday 15 November, 7pm

it iS What it iS – 
live! 

Throughout November

digital frontierS 

Venue
Sidewalk
125 Hurst Street
Birmingham B5 6SE

Venue
Millennium Point
Curzon Street
Birmingham B4 7xG



10 / My COMEDy

TickeTs
£10.00

Venue
The Penthouse at The Loft Lounge
Bromsgrove Street
Birmingham B5 6rG

Performing at a special MY Comedy show for the Shout Festival alongside resident 
MC, Maureen Younger (‘fantastic resident MC, Maureen Younger, is simply the 
life blood of the night’ – Solihull News) will be The Job Lot’s Jo Enright (‘A great 
comedienne’ – Jack Dee), Cucumber’s Bethany Black (‘Something quite special 
and unique… I was genuinely grateful for the experience’ – Time Out) and Polari’s 
very own VG Lee (‘VG Lee is funny, smart, clever, witty, not afraid to be honest 
and poignant at the same time’ – Stella Duffy).

Sunday 15 November, 7.30pm

my comedy

PAM ANN: QUEEN OF THE Sky / 11

Venue
New Alexandra Theatre
Station Street
Birmingham B5 4DS

TickeTs
£24.90 to £30.90

The world’s favourite International Air Hostess, Pam 
Ann is back in the UK with a new show for 2015. Pam 
Ann’s caustic wit knows no boundaries so fasten your 
seat belts and prepare for take-off – she’s Queen of the 
Sky and it’s guaranteed to be a turbulent flight.

Hilarious, often shocking and totally politically 
incorrect, Pam Ann keeps things lively and nail bitingly 
unpredictable as she takes off her pristine white gloves 
and delivers an unrelenting barrage of “shoot-from-the-
lip” observations. 

‘Pam Ann is right up there with Joan Rivers in her 
spontaneity and the audience loves it’ 
– Times SQ Chronicle 

‘A delicious comic creation’ 
– The Independent 

‘Like being held hostage on a plane filled with laughing gas’ 
– The Telegraph

‘Our favourite foul-mouthed trolley dolly’ 
– QX Magazine 

Please note this show contains jokes that some people may find offensive

Thursday 19 November, 8pm

Pam ann: Queen of the Sky



12 / STAGES

TickeTs
£12.00

Venue
Missing
48 Bromsgrove Street 
Birmingham B5 6NU

Stages is an exhilarating exploration of the journey taken by many transgender 
people in the UK today. Estimated at up to 500 000 people, Stages looks at that 
journey through performance, recorded interview and other media.

We invite you to explore, witness, and engage with true stories through 
experiential theatre. 

Arrive when you like and stay for an hour or longer, last admission 9pm.

Thursday 19 & Friday 20 November, 7pm, 8pm, 9pm

StageS

ALL THE NICE GIrLS / 13

Venue
The Wellington 
72 Bristol Street 
Birmingham B5 7AH

TickeTs
£5.00

A Tribute to Pioneering Performers in Music Hall, Variety and Revue All The Nice 
Girls takes an entertaining glimpse at the lives of Gwen Farrar and Norah Blaney 
through the eyes of male impersonator Ella Shields. 

Starting out in Lena Ashwell’s concert parties for the troops in WW1 the young 
Farrar and Blaney quickly adapted their classical ‘cello/piano act into a ‘turn’ full 
of repartee and physical humour. Household names in the early 1920s Farrar and 
Blaney had an on-and-offstage partnership, singing popular love songs of the day 
to each other in West End Revues and living together openly. At the same time Ella 
Shields’ Music Hall act was in decline. All The Nice Girls imagines her fictitious 
reaction to the younger pair as they live the starry life of Bright Young Things. 

Will their relationship survive the pressures of the age and the conflicting urges 
to marry and conform or to party wildly into oblivion? 

Friday 20 November, 7.30pm

all the nice girlS
Première



TickeTs
Free

TickeTs
£13.00

TickeTs
£6.00

In a new partnership, queer events 
and pop-up lectures will take place at 
Birmingham School of Art throughout 
the festival.

 Birmingham City University is 
the only institution in the UK to offer 
a practice-led MA in Queer Studies in 
Arts and Culture.  Over the course of 
SHOUT, Birmingham School of Art 
will celebrate queer art practice research 
through a series of events and public 
lectures.  

Visit www.shoutfestival.co.uk for 
further information.

Written by Laura Bridgeman. Developed 
and performed by The Drakes. Directed 
by Julie McNamara. Secret stories 
of female masculinity exploring sex, 
vulnerability and desire. 

‘Succeeds in making us all feel loved’ 
– Lois Weaver 

‘An excellent piece of theatre and more than 
that a real vehicle for social change’ 
– Jude Kelly OBE

Paul has never impressed anyone; not his 
mum, not his dad, not his teachers. Paul 
anticipates then that nothing will impress 
you, the audience. But, in a desperately 
escalating attempt to do just that, he will 
dance, he will sing, he will clown and, 
most impressively of all, he will become 
an angelic chorus. All for you.

Paul is a solo artist and deviser 
based in Coventry. His work aims to be 
contemporary, accessible, entertaining 
and engaging for all. He was a member of 
REP Foundry 2014–15.

Throughout the festival

Queer PoP uP 
lectureS

Saturday 21 November, 8pm

Butch monologueS
Saturday 21 November, 9.30pm

nothing!

Venue
Birmingham School 
of Art
Margaret Street
Birmingham B3 3Bx

Venue
The rEP 
Centenary Square
Birmingham B1 2EP

Venue
The rEP 
Centenary Square
Birmingham B1 2EP

14 / QUEEr POP UP LECTUrES BUTCH MONOLOGUES / NOTHING! / 15



16 / rOCky HOrrOr PICTUrE SHOW

Venue
The Electric Cinema 
47–49 Station Street
Birmingham B5 4Dy

TickeTs
£7.50

Joey Vivo presents a midnight screening 
of the cult classic 1975 film The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show for Shout Festival 
2015. This one time only screening 
welcomes all, to give themselves over to 
absolute pleasure in the iconic Electric 
Cinema, Birmingham.The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show is quixotic; a satirical 
tribute to science fiction and the horror 
B movies of the 30s to early 70s. It’s 
a film that heaps on piles of sexuality, 
sensuality, frivolity and hedonism. Born 
from a 1973 musical stage production, 
Jim Sharman and Richard O’Brian 
quickly turned it into the phenomenal 
screenplay in 1975 following its quick 
ascension to cult classic status. 

The vibrant scene of Rocky fandom 
exploded across the world, with close 
knit fan families keeping the popularity 
of the stage and film productions alive. 
From top CEOs to the local mailman 
– once welcomed into the fold, you 
lose the labels of your former self and 
become a member of the cast without 
labels. 

‘Queer cinema subverts mainstream 
genres by bringing the question of 
pleasure and the celebration of excess 
onto the screen’ – The Queer Body: An 
Introduction by Adam de Beer 

Saturday 21 November, 10pm

rocky horror Picture ShoW
Best dressed competition before screening. Participation kits provided!

PrIDE OF PLACE / 17

SHOUT is proud to be part of Historic England’s Pride of Place – working to 
throw new light on England’s Queer heritage.

Historic England has embarked on a ground breaking research project that 
will uncover the untold queer histories of buildings and places people have lived 
alongside for generations. Led by a team of historians at Leeds Beckett University’s 
Centre for Culture and the Arts, you can give examples of the buildings and places 
special to you; from the private houses of trailblazing individuals; to the much loved 
local gay bar; to the first venue in town to host equal marriage and everything in 
between. The result is becoming be a map of England that plots the multitude 
of buildings across the country that hold a sometimes hidden, sometimes public, 
LGBTQ history. 

Duncan Wilson, Historic England Chief Executive, said: “From the secret 
meeting places of more closeted and criminalised times, to the houses and 
headquarters of campaign groups and activists, through to the civic buildings that 
represent LGBTQ life becoming integrated with the rest of society; each brick, 
pane of glass and doorway tells a story. This project tracks the proud heritage of 
LGBTQ lives from all backgrounds, all areas and all eras.”

We now need YOU to help put Birmingham and the West Midlands on this 
map!  You can contribute via the SHOUT website at www.shoutfestival.co.uk

Online / year round / Free

Pride of Place



18 / IAN rICHArDS LISTINGS / 19

The British born artist Ian Richards takes a multidisciplinary approach linking art, 
natural science and social engagement. His work inhabits diverse forms including 
graphics, installation and public art. For the SHOUT Festival commission he has 
utilised the postcard as a public intervention that articulates the lived experience  
of HIV.

For more information visit shoutfestival.co.uk

Throughout the festival / Free

ian richardS
Listings

DATE TIME EVENT PrICE VENUE Page

Thu 12 Nov 8pm Sergina’s… £5 BOM, B5 4EG 4

Fri 13 Nov 8pm The Sissy’s Progress £10/8 mac, B12 9QH 5

Sat 14 Nov 11am Nando Messias 
workshop

Free mac, B12 9QH 5

Sat 14 Nov Midday
–5pm

Shout Out Free mac, B12 9QH 6

Sat 14 Nov 2–4pm Polari workshop Free mac, B12 9QH 7

Sat 14 Nov 7.30pm Polari Literary 
Salon

£8/5 mac, B12 9QH 7

Sat 14 Nov 8.30pm My Beautiful 
Laundrette

£5 Moseley Washeteria, 
B13 9EF

7

Sun 15 Nov 2pm Dressed As A Girl £7.50/5.50 mac, B12 9QH 8

Sun 15 Nov 7pm It Is What It Is — 
Live!

Free Sidewalk, B5 6SE 9

Sun 15 Nov 7.30pm My Comedy £10 Penthouse, B5 6rG 10

Mon 16 Nov 8pm Futuro Beach £7.50/5.50 mac, B12 9QH 8

Tue 17 Nov 6pm 52 Tuesdays £7.50/5.50 mac, B12 9QH 8

Thu 19 Nov 8pm A Girl At My Door £7.50/5.50 mac, B12 9QH 8

Thu 19 Nov 8pm Pam Ann £24.90–
£30.90

New Alexandra 
Theatre, B5 4DS

11

Thu 19 & 
Fri 20 Nov

7pm, 
8pm, 
9pm

Stages £12 Missing, B5 6NU 12

Fri 20 Nov 7.30pm All The Nice Girls £5 Wellington, B5 7AH 13

Sat 21 Nov 8pm The Butch Monologues £13 The rEP, B1 2EP 15

Sat 21 Nov 9.30pm Nothing! £6 The rEP, B1 2EP 15

Sat 21 Nov 10pm rocky Horror Picture 
Show

£7.50 Electric Cinema, 
B5 4Dy

16

Throughout n/a Digital Frontiers Free Millennium Point, 
B4 7xG

9

Throughout n/a Queer Pop Up 
Lectures

Free B’ham School of 
Art, B3 3Bx

14

Throughout n/a Ian richards Free see website 18

All information correct at time of going to print, subject to change, please 
check the website for further information: www.shoutfestival.co.uk

for further information and ticketS viSit: 
ShoutfeStival.co.uk




